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Dear Membership, 
 
Over the past year, we all have faced economic challenges.  LOTA is no exception.  
We are looking into ways to continue to run our organization with the same quality 
you have come to expect, and must do so in light of the economic challenges we too 
are facing.   Our board has already started this process by proposing changes to the 
bylaws that will include the use of fax and email as an option for voting and 
communicating with the membership, which will be more cost effective.  At this 
time, your membership is more important than ever.  LOTA continues to work on 
your behalf by advocating the occupational therapy practice, providing access to 
occupational therapy resources, and advising of opportunities for professional 
growth.   
  
LOTA has been hard at work organizing the Spring Conference scheduled for 
March 27th-28th, 2009 at East Jefferson General Hospital.  I want to thank our Vice 
President and Conference Chair, Christe Brewton, for all of her hard work on the 
conference.  See page 6 for details.  We are very excited to announce that we will 
have our 2nd annual Spring Fling during the spring conference for the LOTA 
Membership.  This is an excellent opportunity to network and catch up with fellow 
OT’s.  Thank you to Darbi Philibert for again offering her home for this event.    
 
We are also in the process on updating the LOTA website, through the assistance of 
Robin Steed.  We are hoping that the new website will be up and running at the 
same time as the Spring Conference.  We appreciate Robin sharing her knowledge 
and providing her time in this effort.  I have seen the mock up and am very excited 
about the changes to the website.  
 
We continue to advocate for occupational therapists through our legislative efforts.  
Mark Paxton and David Bailey (new co-chair) are always willing to receive 
feedback and continue to look for legislative contacts statewide.  Louisiana 
Workers’ Compensation Advisory Council meetings are now in full swing and we 
are very fortunate that Luanne Robinson, Debbie Bueche, and Claudia LaBorde 
have offered to attend these meetings.  All three members have experience with 

(Continued on page 2) 
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workers’ compensation and will be excellent representatives for our 
organization.  I want to thank Luanne, Debbie, and Claudia for their 
continuous support and dedication to our profession.  Also, see page 3 
for information on the changes in Medicare and Medicaid laws.   
 
As President, I have had the opportunity to have lunch with ULM 
OTA students, LSU Shreveport students, and plan to meet with LSU 
NOLA and Delgado students very soon.  I also attended the wine and 
cheese for Dr. Royeen, the 2003 Eleanor Clark Slagle Lecturer, in 
Shreveport, sponsored by LOTA.  It is an honor, to represent our 
professional organization and I continue to be thankful for this 
opportunity.   
 
The LOTA Board of Directors are volunteers, providing their own 
time for the advancement of our profession.  It is an honor to severe 
with each and every one of you.  Thank you all for your hard work.  
At this time, our organization is preparing for elections for the 
following positions: President Elect, Vice President, Treasurer, 
AOTA Representative, and AOTA alternate Representative.  If any 
member has a question about a position opening or an interest in 
running for one of the above positions, please contact Linda Alwood 
@ 225-291-4014.  I hope you will continue to support LOTA through 
your continued membership, and consider serving on the Board.  
 
Best Wishes for 2009, 
 
Toni Potts, MOT, LOTR 
President 

 

PRESIDENT:  Toni Potts 
  17 Tulleries Garden Lane 
   Harvey, LA  70058 
   Ph:  504-349-1508   
   e-mail:  tpottsot@bellsouth.net 

Vice President—Christe Brewton 
   East Jefferson General Hospital 
   4200 Houma Blvd., 2nd Floor 
    Metairie, LA  70006 
   Ph:  504-456-5038  *  Fax:  504-454-5299 
   e-mail:  cbrewton@ejgh.org 

TREASURER:  Todd Danos 
  165 Willow Drive 
  Gretna, LA  70053 
  Ph:  504-842-2776* Fax: 504-842-4393 
  e-mail:  tdanos@ochsner.org 
 

COTA REP:  Jennifer Berlin 
  401 West Hampton Drive 
  Pineville, LA  71360 
  Ph:  318-640-9189   Fax:  318-229-7968 
  e-mail:  jberlin@therapymgmt.com 

DISTRICT CHAIRPERSONS 
 
 ACADIANA — Regine Dade 
 CENTRAL — Vicki Bordelon 
 NORTHEAST  - TBA 
 NORTHWEST  - Christine Wright 
 SOUTH CENTRAL - Heather Lively & Vickilee Thomas 
 SOUTHEAST – Mandy Simon Indest 
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AOTA REP:  Dawn Martin 
   36073 Cheray Drive 
   Denham Springs, LA  70706 
   Ph:  225-665-1941   
   e-mail:  dalbarado@yahoo.com 

SECRETARY:  Megan Mills 
  37353 Mindy Way Drive 
  Prairieville, LA  70769 
  Ph:  225-413-2274 *  Fax:  225-291-7051 
  e-mail:  mblaize78@hotmail.com 
 

���������	�
�����
�
�����	��


COUNCIL CHAIRPERSONS 
 
 Educaton Co-Chairs—Gretchen Reeks & Kelly Alig 
Legislative Co-Chairs—Mark Paxton & David Bailey 
Membership Chair—Darbi Philabert 
Public Relations Chair—Jaymie Garner 
Research Chair—Judith Vestal 
Reimbursement Chair—Melissa Smith 
Nominations Chair—Nadia Johnson 
Standards and Practice Chair—Debbie Bueche 
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OTs Get Involved with Worker’s Compensation 
 
The Governor’s Workers’ Compensation Advisory Council has held two meetings with the first on November 
18, 2008 and another on December 9th, 2008.  LOTA members, Luanne Roberson, Debbie Bueche, and Claudia 
LaBorde have volunteered to attend several more meetings scheduled between now and April with the goal of 
ensuring occupational therapy has a voice in any changes in the Worker’s Compensation arena.  The Focus of 
the meeting held December 9th was to establish rules for conducting future meetings and to address the primary 
goals of “Compressing Time in the System” and a “Fee Schedule Update”.   
 
To tackle the goal of “Compressing Time in the System,” four committees will be formed.  The committees are 
listed as follows and will be chaired by current Advisory Council members: 
 

1)  Faster Medical Delivery - Chaired by Denis Juge and Dickie Patterson. 
2)  Rule Changes – Chaired by Judge Sheral Kellar 
3)  Vocational Rehabilitation – Chaired by Chuck Davoli 
4)  Electronic Payment and Electronic Records – Chaired by Dickie Patterson 

 
To address the second Goal of a “Fee Schedule Update” a Fee Schedule Update Committee was formed and 
will be chaired by Clark Cosse and Jim Patterson.   
 
Kevin Hayes, the LOTA Lobbyist, is also working closely with LOTA to protect OT interest within Workers’ 
Compensation.  He is working to recruit occupational therapists to serve on committees. 
 
Future meeting will be held on the following dates:  Feb. 10th, Feb. 19th, Mar. 3rd, Mar. 17th, Mar 31st, Apr. 7th, 
and Apr. 14th.  All meeting are scheduled for 9:30-12:00 with the exception of the Apr. 7th meeting which will 
last until 5:00 PM.  Luanne, Debbie and Claudia would welcome any help or input about this important issue.  
If you would like to give input, you can contact Mark Paxton, Legislative Co-Chair via e-mail at 
mpaxton4@hotmail.com or at mpaxton@ejgh.org.   
 
In other legislative news, David Bailey from our Northeast District was voted to fill the 2nd Legislative chair 
position.  We welcome David to the board and excited about his participation in the important legislative issues 
that affect the OT profession.   
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HHS Issues Final ICD-10 Code Sets and Updated 
Electronic Transaction Standards Rules  
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has released the final rules with a focus on facilitating the 
ongoing transition to an electronic health care environment.  The new ICD-10 codes have a compliance date of Oct. 1, 
2013.  The ICD-10 codes will replace the ICD-9-CM codes.  The HHS has also finalized rules for electronic health 
care transactions with the adoption of updated X12 standard, Version 5010.  The center for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) and HHS have also published the changes to the Competitive Acquisition of Certain Durable Medical 
Equipment, Prosthetics, Orthotics, and Supplies (DMEPOS) by Certain Provisions of the Medicare Improvement for 
Patients and Providers act of 2008.  These regulations were published in the January 16, 2009, and may be viewed at 
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/browse.html.  Click “go” next to where 2009 appears in the year section box for “Back 
Issues (HTML only).”  Also, a fact sheet describing  the new ICD-10 codes and updated X12 standard, Version, 5010 
can be viewed at:  http://www.cms.hhs.gov/apps/media/fact_sheets.asp. 
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OTAC Update 
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2009 will bring change to the Occupational Therapy Advisory Committee for the Louisiana State Board of 
Medical Examiners.  Special thanks are extended to Christine Perkins, LOTR, for her many years of service 
and dedication to OTAC.  Chris’s term as Committee Chair has come to an end.  Sharon Crane, LOTR, and 
Regine Dade, LOTR, will serve the committee as Co-Chairs. 
 
Currently OTAC is seeking members for the Monroe and Baton Rouge areas.  The committee meets quarterly 
in New Orleans to address issues that affect the public, update and revise rules and regulations, review 
complaints against OT practitioners, and performs audits of renewals to ensure compliance with continuing 
education requirements.  OTAC members also conduct personal appearance interviews with candidates 
applying for licensure.  If you are interested in serving on the committee or would like to nominate someone 
for the position, please contact Regine Dade for further information at rkdade@hotmail.com. 

Wine & Cheese Reception 

Dr. Christine Wright and Dr. Charlotte 
Royeen at Wine & Cheese Reception 

Participants at the Wine & Cheese Reception honoring Dr. 
Royeen enjoyed great food with a Mardi Gras theme. 

On Friday January 23rd, LOTA, Synergy Home Care, and LSU Shreveport Occupational Therapy Department, 
had the honor of sponsoring a wine and cheese honoring Dr. Charlotte Royeen.  Dr. Royeen was the 2003 
Eleanor Clark Lecturer and is the current Dean of Edward and Margaret Doisy College of Health Sciences at 
Saint Louis University.  Dr. Royeen was in Shreveport to present the workshop, Neuro-occupation: 
Occupational Shaping of the Brain, at LSU Shreveport Allied Health Sciences Center, courtesy of the 
Occupational Therapy department.  The Mardi Gras themed reception was an excellent opportunity for 
Louisiana therapists to meet Dr. Royeen in a personal and casual environment.  Dr. Royeen was very gracious 
and stated that “the reception was one of the nicest I have attended.”  Dr. Royeen also enjoyed the Mardi Gras 
trinkets, King Cake, and fleur de lis décor taking a bag of beads and goodies back to St. Louis with her.  We 
thank Dr. Royeen for her generous donation of time and expertise.  It was a wonderful time for Occupational 
Therapy in Louisiana. 



Toni Potts Visits Students  

Toni Potts with students at the University of Louisiana—
Monroe  

Toni Potts with students at the Louisiana State University—
Health Science Center in Shreveport 

During a whirlwind trip to North Louisiana in late January, LOTA President Toni Potts took time to visit 
the students at ULM and LSU-Shreveport.  She hosted a pizza lunch for the students and used the 
opportunity to discuss how they can become more involved with Louisiana Occupational Therapy 
Association.  Numerous students joined LOTA during her visit. 
 
Upon returning from her trip to North Louisiana, Toni visited the students at LSU Health Science Center in 
New Orleans as well.  She plans to schedule a visit with the students at Delgado in New Orleans later this 
spring.   
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Toni Potts with students at the Louisiana State University—Health 
Science Center in New Orleans 



LOTA Spring Conference 

Mark your calendars—March 27-28, 2009 
 
Where:  East Jefferson General Hospital, Metairie, LA 
 
CEU’s:  Opportunity to earn 15 contact hours 
 
Highlights of Program:   
 
 Friday, March 27th 
 
¨  Keynote Address: “Emotional Intelligence” by Janice Kishner, MSN, MBA, EJGH  
¨  “Differential Diagnosis- Neck vs Shoulder “ Amelia Embley, MPT  
¨  “Application of the Occupational Therapy Practice Framework: Domain and Process , 2nd   Edition, 

Kelly Landry Alig, MA, LOTR  
¨  “ Achieving Balance “ by Bernie Cullen, RN MSN CWON NEA BC  
¨  “ Experience the Mind-Body Connection utilizing techniques you learn, but may have forgotten “  

by Joe Eppling, RN, MN, MS, NEA-BC  
 
 Saturday, March 28th 
 
¨  “How NDT and SI Work Together- Movement Organization: Handling Techniques and  Treatment 

Strategies” by Holli Benthusen, OTR/L 
¨  “OT in Home Health: Developing and Implementing Specialty Programs” by David Bailey, OT,  

CLT, MBA and Collen Ferren, OT  
¨  “ Clearing the Fog: Occupational Therapy for the Client with Fibromyalgia” by Robin Steed  
 MA, LOTR  
 
Visit our website at www.lota.org to download a complete conference brochure or to register on-line. 

2nd Annual Spring Fling 
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LOTA Advertising Package 
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LOTA Approved Provider Program 
LOTA will unveil their new Approved Provide Program this Spring.    he Louisiana Occupational Therapy 
Association (LOTA) Approved Provider Program (APP) authorizes continuing education (CE) providers to issue 
LOTA continuing education hours (CE hours).   
 
A prospective Approved Provider will need to submit an application to LOTA. Applications will be reviewed by at 
least three members of the LOTA APP committee, all of whom are licensed occupational therapy practitioners. The 
Committee is charged with the responsibility of reviewing applications of prospective Approved Providers, review 
of materials submitted to LOTA by Approved Providers to assure quality of offerings, and with randomly auditing 
Approved Providers. Continuing education providers who meet certain organizational criteria and agree to adhere 
to the program’s guidelines will receive the designation of Approved Provider by LOTA. Approved courses will be 
posted on the LOTA website.  The approved provider status will be granted for two years and will be subject to 
renewal.  



Kerrie Ramsdell—OT of the Year 2008 
Kerrie Ramsdell was named OT of the Year in 2008. She was instrumental in increasing awareness of occupational 
therapy at the local, state and national levels after Hurricane Katrina.   Kerrie used knowledge of environmental 
influence to help local groups organize and brainstorm efficient strategies related to decreasing crime, supporting 
productive outlets for children and teens, assess environmental barriers for individuals with disabilities and link both 
individuals and agencies to one another.  
 
Kerrie worked hard to solidify partnerships with Rebuilding Together New Orleans, the Archdiocese of Greater New 
Orleans, Jericho Road and the New Orleans Home Builders Association. This allowed for increased universal design 
training and opportunities to educate the public on home modifications that support aging in place and visitability for all.   
As an Assistant Professor at LSUHSC Department of Occupational Therapy, she was able to organize and supply both 
occupational therapy students and local clinicians for “rebuilds” such as KaBOOM playgrounds, home assessment and 
home rebuilding through Rebuilding Together.  
 
At a national level, Kerrie asked to assist in the construction of a position paper related to universal design.   AOTA 
recognized her contribution, and through the Rebuilding Together Project, the LSUHSC occupational therapy 
department was highlighted on “This Old House,” a national television show, in February. She continues to collaborate 
and develop relationships throughout the nation that help spotlight the occupational therapy department at LSU and their 
role in the rebuilding process of a major  

 

 

Nominations are now being accepted for the 2009 LOTA Awards, which will be presented at the Spring Conference on 
March 27th in New Orleans.  Please consider nominating a  colleague, teacher, student, or administrator who you feel is 
deserving of recognition by the Louisiana Occupational Therapy Association.  All nominations will be reviewed by the 
Awards Committee  
 
Nominations for the following awards are being accepted until  March 1, 2009.   The following Awards will be 
considered: 
 
· Award of Merit— to recognize long standing and significant contributions to the profession 
· Award of Appreciation—to express the appreciation of LOTA for significant contributions to the advancement of 

OT in the state and to recognize individuals/organizations who have made significant contributions which impact the 
Association and its objectives. 

· Outstanding Graduate—to recognize a graduate from a Louisiana OT/OTA program who has demonstrated an 
incentive to contribute to the growth and development of OT and/or the Association. 

· OT of the Year/COTA of the Year—to recognize outstanding proficiency in an individual’s particular duties and/
or outstanding achievement in the profession. 

 
To submit a nomination, please include the name of the nominee and contact information (home and work phone), and 
award of consideration. A statement of recommendation, highlighting the individual’s contribution, not to exceed 4 
typed paragraphs, is required for consideration. All nominations must include the nominator’s name, contact 
information, and signature of authenticity. Award winners and nominator(s) will receive announcement letters and are 
strongly encouraged to attend the Fall Conference for acceptance.  Nominations should be sent to: LOTA  PO Box 
14806  Baton Rouge, LA 70898. 
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2009 Award Nominations Due 



 
When:  Saturday, March 28, 2009 

There:  East Jefferson General Hospital 
Time:  12:15—1:15 pm 
Lunch will be served 

 
Join Jennifer Berlin, your COTA Representative,  

for an open topic discussion of COTA issues in the state. 
 

1 contact hour can be earned by participating in this meeting. 
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Louisiana Occupational Therapy Association 
P.O. Box 14806 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898 
225-291-4014 or 1-888-218-3397 

Website:  www.lota.org 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Baton Rouge, LA  
Permit No. 935 


